Patient & Public Involvement Forums

National Association Steering Group

Rosie Winterton

Kinister of State for Health Services
Depariment of Health

Richmond House

79 Whitehall

London

SW1A 2ZNS

08 June 2007
Dear Ms Winterton
National Association of Patients' Forums - Steering Group

I am wriling to inform you that following a national ballot of all Patients’ Forum members
conducted by the Electoral Reform Scciety, a Steering Group of 18 members has baen elected
to represent the membership of Forums across England. The baliot was conducted on a
regional basis with each region electing two representatives 1o the Stesring Group. The key
objective of the Steering Group is 1o examine the opportunities for creating for Forum members,
a national bady that may have a future rale in relation to LINks and the proposed new PPI
framewori. The National Association Steering Group (NASG) will provide a representative and
accountabla veice on behalf of Forum membaers across England.

The Steering Group held its first meeting on May 22nd to agree priorities (which are attached)
and to elect a Chair and Vice Chair.

The officers now wish to discuss with you a range of issues including the following:

* Role of Forum members in the new LINKs system and cantinuity between the new and
old systems.

« The danger thal palients’ interests and patienl care will be put &t risk because of the long
delay before LINKs will be aperational.

= Short deadlines and lack of realistic action by the Department of Heallh, resulting in
huge gaps between Forums closing and new Local Involvement Metworks (LINks)
starling meaningful work.

+ Delays in setfing up the new system leaving patients and the public without an effective
and powerful voice, just as the NHS is facing massive service culs across the country,

s No hard information about LINks budgets.

» Problems of conflicts of interest through the Involvement of the voluntary seclor in the
LINKs system.

* Vague and weak system for monitoring the NHS and holding to account lecal NHS
hospital Trusts and PCTs.

s Loss of dedicaled volunteers who make up the current system of patient involvement,

* Huge and damaging loss 1o lecal accountability in the health service if Farum members
leave the system,

Clo CPPIH, Ground Floor, Victoria House, London Square, Guildford, GU1 1UJ.
Telephone: 0845 120 7111 Fax: 01483 698 088
Email: NASG@cppih.org or Malcolm Alexander, Chair of the National Association
Steering Group - maiexad9@aol.com
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e ppiteorg of Malcolm Slevsnder, Chale of the National Assooiation
Steering Group - malexadSgbact com

S V-




f i Mational Bssonisiion of Patient and Public ealvement Forums

1. Parfiarnentary process arosod the Lacal Government & Pollis Trvolvemend in Haalth Bil

2. LMk rote, wirushine and powers

DV W

Lorouusen

o e

s Bohe Do

S0 ' L PPN R VISR

s gisal i




