First wave of targeted Tier 3 community testing initiatives announced


67 Local Authorities have been given approval to begin enhanced testing support programmes as soon as Monday to drive down transmission rates in their areas. 
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· First 67 local authorities confirmed to start community testing programmes as part of government's COVID-19 Winter Plan
· More than 1.6 million rapid-turnaround lateral flow tests will be immediately deployed to detect asymptomatic cases and drive down transmission in highest risk areas 
· Over 100 local authorities are expected to run programmes in the new year 
· Taken together with existing restrictions, community testing will help put Tier 3 areas on a route out of toughest restrictions 
The first wave of Tier 3 areas to receive the Government's community testing offer have been confirmed today. When combined with existing measures, this will help put Tier 3 areas on a route out of the toughest restrictions.

Over 100 local authorities are engaged in the community testing programme with more rollouts due to begin in the new year. 

Roughly one in three people have the virus without symptoms so could be spreading the disease without knowing it. Broadening testing to identify those showing no symptoms will mean finding positive cases more quickly, and break chains of transmission. 



With its targeted approach, community testing aims to reduce the prevalence of the virus in the highest risk areas. Based on their in-depth knowledge of their local community, local authorities have created community testing plans, taking into account detailed prevalence data and demographics. 

These include: 
· Oldham will start increasing access to rapid testing for coronavirus. The initial plan will focus on those communities most significantly affected by the virus, higher risk supported living settings, health and social care staff, schools and colleges. 
· Lancashire plans to start testing with large manufacturing sites, and businesses with workforces greater than 200, as well as more vulnerable groups. 
· Kirklees plans to undertake whole borough community testing starting in areas of persistently high infection rates and targeting high risk workplaces. 
More than 1.6 million lateral flow tests will be immediately delivered for use in December with many more to follow. 

Government support will be provided to support community testing programmes for a minimum of 6 weeks, with more Tier 3 local authorities due to join the community testing offer over the coming weeks and into 2021. 

Health and Social Care Secretary Matt Hancock said: 
I am really pleased to announce the first areas embarking on enhanced community testing programmes - after the successful work in Liverpool. With one in three people with coronavirus showing no symptoms, increased community testing is a vital additional tool at our disposal to help identify those who are infected and infectious, but unaware that they might be spreading the disease. 

Community testing will be very important in helping the areas where levels of the virus are highest to drive down infection rates and ultimately will help areas ease tougher restrictions. 

This is just the start, and we are working quickly to roll out community testing more widely as soon as more local teams are ready. I urge all those living in areas where community testing is offered to come forward and get tested. 

General Sir Gordon Messenger, Chief of Operations, said: 
We want to extend our thanks to the more than 100 local authorities who have engaged so quickly and comprehensively, allowing us to take forward the first stage of the community testing programme, and our operational team will begin to roll these out from as early as next week. 
We continue to work extensively with Local Authorities on their proposals to expand the programme to more areas over the coming weeks and months, increasing testing services available to communities. 

Local authorities can bid for this additional testing and support capability on an ongoing basis, enabling them to create a bespoke testing programme for their community, using a model of local delivery supported by central resource. 

Community testing builds on the nearly 1.5 million lateral flow test kits which have already been delivered to 90 local authorities across all levels of tier restrictions to date, through the Directors of Public Health programme. Extensive clinical evaluation has been carried out on the lateral flow tests by Public Health England and the University of Oxford which show these tests are accurate and sensitive enough to be used in the community.

Asymptomatic testing works hand in hand with the existing PCR testing service for those with COVID-19 symptoms as part of the comprehensive NHS Test and Trace testing offer. With over 700 test centres across the country, including 79 drive-through sites, 386 local test sites, 20 satellite test sites, 258 mobile testing units, and home testing, the average distance a person travels to visit a test site is now just 2.3 miles.
 
The Government's COVID-19 Winter Plan sets out ambitious steps to drive down transmission of the virus, reduce its prevalence and so reduce the number of deaths and serious illnesses. Alongside the vaccine rollout which has now begun, tiering restrictions, and investment in NHS capacity, continued developments in our testing programme make it possible to reduce cases in the areas where the need is greatest.

Background information 
The list of LAs that have submitted proposals and have an ambition to begin testing in December are listed below.

The community testing offer remains open to all LAs in Tier 3.


List of local authorities 
· Amber Valley 
· Bolsover 
· Chesterfield 
· Derbyshire Dales 
· North East Derbyshire 
· South Derbyshire 
· Darlington 
· Stockton on Tees 
· Ashford 
· Canterbury 
· Dartford 
· Dover 
· Folkestone and Hythe 
· Gravesham 
· Maidstone 
· Sevenoaks 
· Swale 
· Thanet 
· Tonbridge and Malling 
· Tunbridge Wells 
· Medway 
· Blackburn with Darwen 
· Blackpool 
· Burnley 
· Chorley 
· Fylde 
· Hyndburn 
· Lancaster 
· Pendle 
· Preston 
· Ribble Valley 
· Rossendale 
· South Ribble 
· West Lancashire 
· Wyre 
· Bolton 
· Bury 
· Manchester 
· Oldham 
· Rochdale 
· Salford 
· Stockport 
· Tameside 
· Trafford 
· Wigan 
· Barnsley 
· Bradford 
· Kirklees 
· Birmingham 
· Dudley 
· Sandwell 
· Cannock Chase 
· East Staffordshire 
· Lichfield 
· Newcastle-under-Lyme 
· South Staffordshire 
· Stafford 
· Staffordshire Moorlands 
· Tamworth 
· Stoke-on-Trent 
· North Warwickshire 
· Nuneaton and Bedworth 
· Rugby 
· Stratford-on-Avon 
· Warwick 
· Wolverhampton 
· Solihull 
Decision on Local Authorities selected to receive support immediately to start community testing based on the local infection rate, readiness of their plans, and other logistical and commercial considerations to ensure testing delivers the best possible value for money. 

Anyone with one or more of these symptoms a high temperature, a new, continuous cough, or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste should book a test at nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119.
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