
The New NHS England and NHS Improvement Top 
Team Revealed 

 

The man responsible for managing Britain’s nuclear deterrent has been handed 
the job of overseeing the NHS’s finances as part of a welter of appointments 
to the new Joint Executive Team for NHS England and NHS Improvement. 

Julian Kelly, who has been Director General within the Ministry of Defence’s 
Nuclear Division since May 2017, is due to take up the Joint Chief Financial 
Officer post by April 2019. 

Mr Kelly was previously Director General of Public Spending and Finance at 
the Treasury, where he led work on the 2013 spending round, and has also 
held senior roles at the Border Agency and HSBC. 

Paul Baumann stepped down as Chief Financial Officer at NHSE earlier this 
year. NHS Improvement’s CFO, Elizabeth O’Mahony, has been appointed 
Regional Director for the South West. 

The other national level posts have been filled by Senior Directors already 
working at the two national bodies. 

Professor Stephen Powis will be Medical Director, having been in this role for 
NHSE since the start of 2018.  Ruth May will be Chief Nursing Officer, having 
been Executive Director of Nursing at NHSI since 2016. 

Matthew Swindells, NHSE’s Director of Operations and Information since 2016, 
will be Deputy Chief Executive, while Pauline Philip will be Director of 
Emergency and Elective Care, having been jointly employed in a similar role 
since 2015. 

Ian Dodge will be Director for Strategy and Innovation and Emily Lawson will 
be Director for Transformation and Corporate Development, having both 
performed these roles for NHSE. 



 

 

 

The seven new Regional Directors have also been confirmed: 

They are: 

• South West – Elizabeth O’Mahony, currently NHSI’s Chief Financial 
Officer. 

• South East – Anne Eden, already joint NHSE and I Regional Director 
for the South East. 

• Midlands – Dale Bywater, currently NHSI’s Regional Director for the 
Midlands and East. 

• East of England – Ann Radmore, currently Kingston Hospital Foundation 
Trust Chief Executive. 

• North West – Bill McCarthy, currently Deputy Vice Chancellor at Bradford 
University and Chair of Bradford Teaching Hospital Foundation Trust 
and a former NHS England and Department of Health Executive Director. 

• North East and Yorkshire – Richard Barker, currently NHSE’s Director 
for the North of England. 

• London – Sir David Sloman, currently Royal Free London Foundation 
Trust. 

NHSI’s Deputy CEO and Executive Director of Regulation, Stephen Hay, and 
NHSI’s Executive Medical Director and Chief Operating Officer, Dr Kathy 
McLean are both stepping down, as is NHSI Executive Director of 
Improvement, Adam Sewell-Jones. 

The new roles are part of a significant overhaul of the national NHS bodies, 
which is expected to cut running costs by 20 per cent. 

The national bodies said recruitment is still on-going for the roles of Chief 
Commercial Officer, Chief Improvement Officer, Chief People Officer, and Chief 
Provider Strategy Officer. 



Simon Stevens and Ian Dalton will remain as Chief Executives of NHSE and 
NHSI respectively. 

Mr Stevens said the appointments were an “important milestone in the closer 
working arrangement” between the organisations. 

Mr Dalton said the appointments have secured “a number of exceptional 
leaders” and added: “A number of our Executive Directors have taken this 
opportunity to pursue other leadership opportunities. They have been extremely 
valuable members of our team and I am grateful to each of them for their 
outstanding contributions to the NHS.” 

The new Executive Group is set to hold its first meeting in January 2019, with 
the new National and Regional Directors expected to formally lead their 
integrated directorates by April 2019. 
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